
5-1 

Chapter 7 
Brakes, wheels, tires and final drive 
Contents 

Section 
Йгаке caliper - removal, overhaul and installation 3 
Brake disc - inspection, removal and installation 4 
Brake hose - inspection and replacement 6 
Brake light switches - check, adjustment 

and replacement See Chapter 9 
Brake master cylinder - removal, overhaul and installation 5 
Brake pads - replacement 2 
Brake system - general check See Chapter 1 
Brake system bleeding 7 
Drive chain - removal, cleaning and installation 16 
Driven flange and rubber dampers - removal, inspection 

and installation 18 

Section 
Drum brake - removal, overhaul and installation 8 
Front wheel - removal and installation 11 
General information 1 
Rear brake pedal and linkage - removal and installation 9 
Rear wheel - removal and installation 12 
Sprockets - check and replacement 17 
Tires - general information 14 
Tires/wheels - general check See Chapter 1 
Wheel bearings - inspection and maintenance 13 
Wheels - alignment check . 15 
Wheels - inspection and repair 10 

Specifications 

Brakes 
Brake fluid type See Chapter 1 
Front brake disc thickness 

VT600 
Standard 5.0 mm (0.20 inch) 
Minimum* 4.0 mm (0.16 inch) 

VT750 
Standard 5.8 to 6.2 mm (0.23 to 0.24 inch) 
Minimum* 5.0 mm (0.2 inch) 

Disc runout limit 0.30 mm (0.012 inch) 
Front brake pad minimum thickness To bottom of wear groove 
Rear brake drum inside diameter 

VT600 
Standard 160 mm (6.30 inches) 
Maximum 161 mm (6.34 inches)* 

VT750 
Standard 180 to 180.3 mm (7.09 to 7.10 inches 
Maximum 181 mm (7.13 inches)* 

Rear brake shoe lining thickness 
Standard 5 mm (0.20 inch) 
Minimum 2 mm (0.08 inch) 

*Refer to marks on the disc or drum (they supersede information printed here) 

Wheels and tires 
Wheel runout 

Radial (up-and-down) 2.0 mm (0.08 inch) 
Axial (side-to-side) 2.0 mm (0.08 inch) 

Tire pressures See Chapter 1 
Tire sizes 

Front 
VT600 100/90-19 57S 
VT750 120/90-17 64S 

Rear 170/80-15 М/С 77S 
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Torque specifications 
Brake disc mounting bolts 

VT600 
1988 through 1998 
1999 on 

VT750 
Brake caliper bracket mounting bolts 

1988, 1989, 1991 through 1993 VT600. 
1994 on VT600, VT750 

Brake hose banjo bolt 
Brake lever pivot bolt nut 
Brake pad pin 
Front axle 

VT600 
VT750 

Front axle pinch bolts 
Master cylinder mounting bolts 
Rear axle nut 

VT600 
1988 and 1989, 1991 through 1996. 
1997 on 

VT750 
Rear brake stopper arm bolts/nuts 

VT600 
VT750 

1 General information 

The models covered in this Chapter are equipped with a hydraulic 
disc brake at the front and a mechanical drum brake at the rear. All 
models are equipped with wire spoke wheels and tube-type tires. And 
all models are chain-driven. Caution: Disc brake components rarely 
require disassembly. Do not disassemble components unless abso-
lutely necessary. If any hydraulic brake line connection in the system is 
loosened, the entire system should be disassembled, drained, cleaned 
and then properly filled and bled upon reassembly. Do not use solvents 
on internal brake components. Solvents will cause seals to swell and 
distort. Use only clean brake fluid, brake cleaner or alcohol for cleaning. 
Use care when working with brake fluid as it can injure your eyes and it 
will damage painted surfaces and plastic parts. 

2 Brake pads * replacement 

Warning: The dust created by the brake system may contain asbestos, 
which is harmful to your health. Never blow it out with compressed air 
and don't inhale any of it. An approved filtering mask should be worn 
when working on the brakes. 

2.3 Unscrew and remove the pad pin plug 

39 Nm (29 ft-lbs) 
42 Nm (31 ft-lbs) 
42 Nm (31 ft-lbs) 

27 Nm (20 ft-lbs) 
30 Nm (22 ft-lbs) 
34 Nm (25 ft-lbs) 
6 Nm (53 in-lbs) 
18 Nm (159 in-lbs) 

74 Nm (55 ft-lbs) 
59 Nm (44 ft-lbs) 
22 Nm (16 ft-lbs) 
12 Nm (108 in-lbs) 

90 Nm (66 ft-lbs) 
88 Nm (65 ft-lbs) 
93 Nm (69 ft-lbs) 

22 Nm (16 ft-lbs) 
20 Nm (15 ft-lbs) 

Refer to illustrations 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.7, 2.9 and 2.12 
1 Turn the handlebar so that the brake master cylinder is level, then 
remove the master cylinder reservoir cover, set plate and diaphragm 
(see Section 5). 
2 Depress the caliper pistons by pushing the caliper in (toward the 
disc) with your thumbs. Watch the level of the brake fluid in the master 
cylinder reservoir; it will rise as you depress the caliper pistons. If it gets 
too close to the top, siphon off a little fluid from the reservoir. If you can't 
depress the pistons with thumb pressure, try using a C-clamp. If the pis-
tons stick, remove the caliper and overhaul it (see Section 3). 
3 Remove the pad pin plug (see illustration). 
4 Remove the pad pin (see illustration). 
5 Remove the brake pads (see illustration). 
6 If the pads have removable shims, remove the shims from the old 
pads. 
7 Note whether the friction material on the pads has been worn 
down to the bottom of the wear grooves, i.e. if the wear grooves have 
disappeared, or are about to disappear (see illustration). If so, replace 
the pads, as a pair. If the pads are fouled with oil or are damaged, 
replace them. 
8 Inspect the condition of the brake disc (see Section 4). If it needs 
to be machined or replaced, follow the procedure in that Section to 
remove it. If the disc is okay, deglaze it with sandpaper or emery cloth, 
using a swirling motion. 

2.4 Unscrew the pad pin 


